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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Rebecca Davis Mathias 
 
 

PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL: 
 
University Position: Adjunct Instructor, Dominican University, River Forest, IL 
 
Catholic Healthcare Consulting Ethicist: St. Anthony Hospital, Chicago, IL; Franciscan 
Ministries, Lemont, IL 
 
Email: rdavismathias@dom.edu 
  
Phone:  630-945-5490  
 
DEGREES FROM ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS  
 
B.A. -    Theatre and Speech, research concentrations in Acting and Directing, Hanover   
   College, 1979. 
M.A. -    Theology - research concentrations in business and medical ethics, Loyola    
   University Chicago, 1992. 
Ph.D. -
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Dominican University, River Forest, Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/15/13 – Present 
Adjunct Instuctor 
 
Teaching two THEO 368 hybrid, now all online, courses per semester, ñBiomedical and 
Healthcare Ethicsò.  These courses engage the principles and teachings of Catholic 
bioethics in healthcare and the ethical dilemmas associated with them.  Areas of clinical 
and organizational ethicsô analyses and engagement include Covid-19, mental health 
issues, technology and human reproduction, genetics, CRISPR, NICU, and terminally ill 
newborns, palliative care, assisted suicide, euthanasia, healthcare reform, advance 
directives, hospice; social determinants of health, business / healthcare partnerships.  
Catholic healthcare integrated within socio-economic, environmental, and legal 
perspectives are examined from current local, regional, and global contexts. Along with 
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Created foundation resource development and marketing programs.  Co-designed and 
launched national Chapter development and membership drive. 
 
Center for Accessible Living, Louisville, Kentucky. . . 1986-87 
Assistant Director.  Supervised all program planning, management, development, and 
evaluation of an Independent Living Center; assisted in public relations, resource 
development, volunteer services, and staff training.  Budget co-responsibility $550,000.  
Developed in-house system format for digital consumer service statistics and reports.  
Researched, wrote and supervised agency grant proposals.  Edited Center's quarterly 
newsletter.  Created new Disability Volunteer Programs to include recruitment, training, 
service and evaluation.   Launched Consumer Advocacy Skills Training Program.  Served 
as agency liaison between various local, state, and national disability and government 
organizations.  Co-founded the Kentucky Barrier Awareness Coalition.  
 
Kentucky Chapter/National Multiple Sclerosis Society. . . 1984-86 
Chapter Services Coordinator.  Directed information, counseling, and referrals to MS 
clientele.  Established outreach and patient/public/healthcare education programs.  Co-
organized and managed resource development programs, including grant writing and 
fund-raising campaigns.  Founded Tri-City MS Support Group and MS "4 x 4" counseling 
groups for MS patients and their spouses. Helped to establish the Multiple Sclerosis 
Center at the University of Kentucky.  Co-launched establishment of 18 statewide support 
groups. 
 
AFFILIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS – Past and Present 
 
American Society for Bioethics and Humanities 
Catholic Health Association USA 
Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity 
Chicago End-of-Life Care Coalition 
Chicago Ethics Coalition 
Illinois Catholic Health Association 
Illinois Catholic Health Association ï Vicarsô and Ethicistsô Consortium 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society ï Greater Chicago Chapter 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
"Youth Culture," published in Reynolds Eckstrom's Pop Culture, Don Bosco Multimedia, 
New Rochelle, New York, 1989. 
 
"Family Retreats" and "Retreat Follow-
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ñEthical Dilemmas in Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research,ò In Touch, Provincial Health 
Ethics Network, Vol. 3, No. 7, September 2000. 
 
Option X: Beginning Now – Explorations into Genetics and Bioethics, 1998 and 2002 
Editions ï CD. 
 
Book Review, ñGenetic Engineering: Christian Values and Catholic Teaching,ò In Defense 
of Life: Edmonton Prolife, Vol. 1, No. 2 (May ï July 2003): 4. 
 
ñDifference between Life and Death,ò in ñBioethics: Medicineôs Tough Questionsò and 
ñOôNeil Case Study Response,ò in ñYou 
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Alberta Playwrights Network for Bioethics Play Reading with Actorôs Equity Actors Grant  
Principal Investigator, March 27, 2003. 
 
Research Surveys: 
 
ñCaritas Health Group Ethics Survey,ò for all 6,000 staff and physicians, Caritas Health 
Group (Now Covenant Health)
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ñGenetically Modified Organisms,ò Catholic Teachers Conference, Red Deer, Alberta, 
March 15, 2000. 
 
Nurses Education Day, ñBioethics Educationò, Misericordia Community Hospital and 
Health Centre and Grey Nuns Community Hospital and Health Centre, March 21, May 
16, 2000. 
 
ñThe Ethics of Transgenic Manipulations: The Eucharist in a New Form?ò; ñNew Ethical 
Dilemmas at the Cellular Level: Human Life on the Line Once More,ò; ñSexual Health 
Today: Exploring the Past, Preserving the Future, through Choices Today,ò Catholic 
Education Conference, ñLiving the Eucharist,ò Calgary, Alberta, March 18, 2000. 
 
ñConsistent Ethic of Life,ò Pro-Life, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, March 27, 
2000. 
 
ñProportionality,ò Newman Theological College, 
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ñSexual Health Today,ò J. J. Bolen Jr. High School, Edmonton, Alberta, January 26, 2001. 
 
ñMoral Theology,ò ñBioethics,ò Marriage and Sexuality,ò Lay Formation Program, Peace 
River, Alberta, February 1-3, 2001. 
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ñHuman Embryonic Stem Cell Research,ò Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Edmonton, 
Alberta, October 5, 2001. 
 
ñPharmaceutical Industries and Global Health Outcomes: Imagining Antidotes,ò Canadian 
Bioethics Society Conference, Winnipeg, MB, October 12, 2001. 
 
ñCommunication Skills,ò ñConflict Resolution,ò St. Agnes Parish Marriage Preparation, 
Edmonton, Alberta, October 31, 2001.
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ñEthics in Hip Hop Culture and Dance Challengesò, Feats Festival YouthSPEAK Hip 
Hop Moving into the Mainstream Conference, West Edmonton Mall, Edmonton, Alberta, 
June 8, 2003. 
 
ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moonô,ò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, September 24, 2003. 
 
ñCorporate Social Responsibility: The Soul of Good Business and Sustainable Profit,ò 
West Edmonton Mall Rotary Club, Edmonton, Alberta, October 10, 2003. 
 
ñStaff Abuse: Ethics on the Frontline,ò Caritas Nursing Ethics Fair, Misericordia Hospital, 
Edmonton, Alberta, October 20, 2003. 
 
ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moonô,ò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, October 29, 2003. 
 
ñWorldCom: The Trial of Ethical Bankruptcy,ò University of Alberta School of Business, 
Edmonton, Alberta, November 5, 2003. 
 
ñCorporate Social Responsibility and Ethical Investing,ò University of Alberta Investorôs 
Group, Edmonton, Alberta, November 12, 2003. 
 
ñSocial Entrepreneurship: Growing Sustainable Profit Margins,ò University of Alberta 
School of Business, Edmonton, Alberta, November 18, 2003. 
 
ñStaff Abuse: Ethics on the Frontline,ò Caritas Nursing Ethics Fair, Misericordia Hospital, 
Edmonton, Alberta, November 20, 2003. 
 
ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moonô,ò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, November 26, 2003. 
 
ñMerchants of Cool: Ethics, Spirituality and Teen Sex,ò Regional Catholic High School 
Teachers Professional Development Day, Providence Retreat Centre, Edmonton, 
Alberta, December 1, 2003. 
 
ñTeenage Sex: Spiritual and Ethical Geography 2004,ò Littlemore Program for High 
School Youth and Teachers, Newman Theological College, Edmonton, Alberta, 
December 11, 2003. 
 
ñTeaching Ethics Using Cases,ò University Teaching Services, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, January 27, 2004. 
 
ñKyoto: Global Stewardship Fact or Fiction?ò Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, University 
of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, February 5, 2004. 
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ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moonô,ò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, February 25, 2004. 
  
ñProportionalism: Natural Law Redefined or Finely Balanced?ò Faculty Colloquium, St. 
Josephôs College, 
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Health Group Executive Management Retreat, Providence Centre, Edmonton, Alberta, 
June 1, 2004. 
 
ñCatholic Perspectives of Assisted Reproduction and Nanotechnology,ò H.E. Beriault 
Junior High School, Edmonton, Alberta, June 9, 2004. 
 
ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moon,ôò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Grey Nuns Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, June 23, 2004. 
 
ñMental Health, Guardianships and Cesarean Sections: óFires of the Full Moon,ôò Caritas 
Nursing Ethics Fair, Misericordia Hospital, Edmonton, Alberta, September 13, 2004.
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January 25, 2005. 
 
ñWorldCom: Business Ethics Please Apply Within,ò including Dramatic Script for Case 
Study, School of Business, University of Alberta, January 26, 2005. 
 
ñA Model of Course Construction,ò University Teaching Services, University of Alberta, 
January 27, 2005. 
 
ñThe Evolution of Values at Work,ò ñConflict Management,ò ñJob Satisfaction,ò ñTips for 
Reaching Agreement,ò ñEthics at Work,ò ñA Framework for Ethical Discernment,ò Ethics 
and Values Workshop, Alberta Municipal Affairs Department Managers, Edmonton, 
Alberta, February 1, 2005. 
 
ñNursing Education through Role
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Church of the Future,ò Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, June 3, 2005. 
 
ñDeath and Dying: Terri Schiavo and the Catholic Response,ò Formation of Pastoral 
Services, Archdiocese of Edmonton, Alberta, Newman Theological College, June 11, 
2005. 
 
ñCatholic Perspectives on Personal Directives,ò Pews to Practice: Adult Education, St. 
Theresaôs Parish, Edmonton, Alberta, June 15, 2005. 
 
ñChristian Life: Fundamental Moral Issues,ò Full ï Day Workshop.  Archdiocesan 
Formation of Pastoral Services, Newman Theological College, Edmonton, Alberta, 
September 17, 2005. 
 
ñMaking Sense of Approaches to Moral Education Review and Analysis.ò St. Josephôs 
College Faculty Teaching Workshop, Edmonton, Alberta, September 23, 2005. 
 
ñNursing Ethics: Patient-Centered Challenges.ò University of Kentucky Program for 
Bioethics & Patientsô Rights, Lexington, Kentucky, October 11, 2005. 
 
ñGlobalization and Health Care Debt: Who Pays, Who Stays, and for How Much?ò 
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ñHospice and Palliative Care Distinctions,ò St. Alexius Medical Center, Hoffman Estates, 
Illinois, March 17, 2010. 
 
ñPatient-Centered Palliative Care and Ethics: Revision to Ethics and Religious Directives 
58,ò Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, Illinois, May 5, 2010. 
 
ñPatient-Centered Ethics and Spirituality: Alexian Brothers Health Network Chaplain 
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ñPatient-Centered Palliative Care 
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ñHumanae Vitae: Moral Norms and Dialogue in Church Practice,ò Dominican University, 
River Forest, IL, March 17, 2011. 
 
ñEthical Issues Regarding Life-Sustaining Treatment with Significantly Pre-Term Infants,ò 
St. Alexius Medical Center, Hoffman Estates, Illinois, March 31, 2011. 
 
ñEthics and Social Entrepreneurshipò Brennan School of Business Boot Camp, Dominican 
University, River Forest, IL, April 2, 2011. 
 
ñOrganizational Ethics ï Part II,ò Franciscan Sisters of Chicago Service Corporation, 
Executive Team Ethics Committee, Lemont, IL, April 21, 2011. 
 
ñSpirituality, Religion, and Student Health,ò American College Health Association Annual 
Conference, Phoenix, AR, June 3, 2011. 
 
ñSocial Work Ethics,ò Graduate School of Social Work, Dominican University, River 
Forest, IL, September 13, 2011. 
 
ñMore óJust and Humaneô University Sexual Health and Wellness,ò Caritas Veritas 
Symposium, Dominican University, River Forest, IL, September 27, 2011. 
 
ñGlobal Peace through Social Entrepreneurship and Social Networking,ò Caritas Veritas 
Symposium, Dominican University, River Forest, IL, September 27, 2011. 
 
ñOrganizational Ethics,ò ABHS Governance Retreat, Chicago, IL, October 1, 2011. 
 
ñEthics and International Business,ò Dominican University, River Forest, IL, October 11, 
2011. 
 
ñThe Cultural Environment of International Business,ò River Forest, IL, October 11, 2011. 
 
ñPardon the Intercourse: Panel Discussion about College Students and Sexò, Dominican 
University, River Forest, IL, October 17 and 18, 2011. 
 
ñSocial Work Ethics: Immigration Today,ò Graduate School of Social Work, Dominican 
University, River Forest, IL, October 18, 2011. 
 
ñTheories of International Trade and Investment,ò Dominican University, River Forest, IL, 
November 8, 2011. 
 
ñSocial Work Ethics: Immigration Today ï Part II,ò Graduate School of Social Work, 
Dominican University, River Forest, IL, November 15, 2011. 
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ñProviding Ethical Care to People with Chronic Illness,ò Keynote Address: William F. 
Mitchell Bioethics Conference, ñThe Ethical Demands of Chronic Illness,ò Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, November 17, 2011. 
 
ñChronic Illness and the Aged: Ethical Witness and Care,ò Keynote Address: William F. 
Mitchell Bioethics Conference, ñThe Ethical Demands of Chronic Illness,ò Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, November 17, 2011. 
 
ñFor-Benefit Enterprise: Business and Social Business Hybrid,ò Dominican University, 
River Forest, IL, November 23, 2011. 
 
ñEthics and Pain Management,ò CME Presentation - Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk 
Grove Village, IL, November 30, 2011. 
 
ñPOLST ï Physicians Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment,ò St. Alexius Medical Center, 
Hoffman Estates, IL, January 20, 2012. 
 
ñSocial Work Ethics: Current Health Care Challenges,ò Graduate School of Social Work, 
Dominican University, River Forest, IL, January 31, 2012. 
 
ñAsh Wednesday Homily,ò Dominican University, River Forest, IL, February 22, 2012. 
 
ñCase Studies: New Ethical Challenges,ò CME Presentation with Mark Kosla, RN, CCRN, 
FACCN, St. Alexius Medical Center, Hoffman Estates, IL, February 27, 2012. 
 
ñCan I Choose Health?ò CME Presentation with Mohamed Rahman, MD, Gopal Rao, MD, 
Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, IL, February 27, 2012. 
 
ñSexual Ethics,ò Graduate School of Social Work, Dominican University, River Forest, IL, 
February 28, 2012. 
 
ñCultural and Religious Beliefs and Differences: End-of-Life Care,ò Moderator, CME 
Presentation with Shakeela Hassan, MD, Rev. Seth Molan-Kovash, MDiv, DMin, Rev. 
William Grogan, STL, JD, Rabbi Jodie Furtornick, MA, BCC, St. Alexius Medical Center, 
Hoffman Estates, IL, February 28, 2012. 
 
ñChronic Illness and Hospital Care Ethics: U.S. and Canadian Perspectives,ò CME 
Presentation, Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, IL, February 29, 2012. 
 
ñCurbing Medical Error at a Price: Device Distracted Doctoring and Nursing,ò CME 
Presentation, Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, IL, March 1, 2012. 
 
ñCurbing Medical Error at a Price: Device Distracted Doctoring and Nursing,ò Ascension 
Health Headquarters, St. Louis, MO, March 16, 2012. 
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Center, CME presentation, November 13, 2012. 
 
ñMoral Principles for Care of the Dying,ò CME presentation, Blessed John Paul II Newman 
Center Integritas Institute, Bioethics Conference, UIC Student Center West, Chicago, IL, 
April 16, 2013. 
 
ñIt Shouldnôt Hurt to Go Home,ò Domestic Violence CME presentation with Teresa 
Gielzynski, LCSW, ICDVP, St. Alexius Medical Center, Hoffman Estates, IL, April 29, 
2013. 
 
ñEthical Dilemmas across Practices and Sustainable Solutions: A Case Study Approach,ò 
CME presentation, Alexian Brothers Health System Ethics Symposium, with Mark Kosla, 
RN, CCRN, FACCN, St. Alexius Medical Center, Hoffman Estates, IL, May 15, 2013. 
 
ñôConsider the Conversationô: Ethical Considerations in End-of-Life Care,ò CME 
presentation, with Loretta Downs, MA, Daryl Isenberg, PhD, Alexian Brothers Medical 
Center, Elk Grove Village, IL, May 30, 2013. 
 
ñStrengthening the Role of Ethics in Health Care,ò Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health 
Hospital,ò Hoffman Estates, IL, July 9, 2013. 
 
ñEthical Discernment in Health Care Today: Catholic Perspectives,ò OSF Executive 
Leadership Retreat, Henry, IL, October 1, 2013. 
 
ñEthics in End-of-Life Decision-Making: Catholic Perspectives,ò St. Julian Eymard Roman 
Catholic Church,ò Elk Grove Village, IL, October 3, 2013. 
 
ñNo End to Possibilities: Navigating Ethical Decision-Making in Health Care Today both 
Clinically and Organizationally,ò Alexian Brothers Health System, Arlington Heights, IL, 
October 11, 2013. 
 
ñPOLST and Ethical Considerations from a Catholic Perspective,ò Alexian Brothers 
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Symposium Panelist, Chicago, IL, September 5, 2018. 
 
ñLiving Each Day with Dignity: Catholic Perspectives of Physician Assisted Suicide, End-
of-Life Care, and Persons with Disabilities,ò Archdiocese of Chicago Life and Justice 
Conference, Chicago, IL, September 15, 2018. 
 
ñóLetter to a Suffering Churchô: A Bishop [Robert Barron] Speaks to the Sexual Abuse 
Crisis,ò Ethical Analysis St. Isidore Church, Bloomingdale, IL, September 16, 2019. 
 
ñReligious Freedom and Current Protections for Health Care Professionals,ò 


